
African American Milwaukee 

WORDS OF THE DAY: HURDLE: something that has to be gotten over (or overcome) in order to get from 

one spot to another; ACCREDITED: In the case of schools, this means that the school meets government 

standards and the courses taken at that school can be transferred to other schools, or added up to get a 

diploma or degree. 

1. You should tell the students that the older name for African Americans was Negro—this would 

have been the name used when Ruby was a little girl. They’ll see it on the song book. It was 

some time in the late sixties that the terms Afro American and African American came into 

usage. 

2. You will want to explain to the students that Bronzeville was not the only ethnic neighborhood 

that was torn down to build freeways. The Italians and the Puerto Ricans also lost their 

neighborhoods. 

3. You might tell the students that, while the Carter family in this story is fictitious, most of the rest 

of the story is true. Freeways were tearing down communities and the Sherman Park group (led 

by Walter Johannson) did stop this from continuing in Milwaukee. 

4. It is also true that a large population segment of Bronzeville (including the Beth Jehudah 

synagogue) did move to Sherman Park after Bronzeville was raised. 

5. Judge John Reynolds had once been a governor of the State of Wisconsin. 
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